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Online Collection of Taxes in Texas
Introduction
	Tax collection constitutes an essential undertaking of any government because the revenues raised during such an exercise assists in service delivery to citizens. Therefore, the recent move by Texas to optimize tax collection online is a prudent and proactive approach that is aimed at generating additional income for the state. Policy makers and legislators are already rallying behind the idea of creating an online tax collection platform that will ensure that Texans living and working in other states have the opportunity of remitting their taxes promptly. The approach has been seen as a crucial opportunity that will drive development in the state because it will increase the amount of revenue collected, and subsequently the number of projects that the Texas government can undertake as a way of improving service delivery.
Remaining ahead of the Pack
 According to Senator Donna Campbell, Texas has been a national leader when it comes to optimizing tax collection and remaining accountable for how persons holding various offices use the taxpayers’ money.[endnoteRef:1] Arriving at such a position might be easy. However, maintaining the position as Texas has done for decades is not an easy feat. Therefore, there is a need for the state to take proactive approaches as a way of ensuring that it stays ahead of other states when it comes to tax issues. The Legislative Reference Library explains that the strategic position of the states has given it the capacity to collect $260 billion of revenue in exports alone. Texas is connected to a sea-port which allows it to engage in international trade with foreign countries.[endnoteRef:2]However, the strategic position also increasingly places a huge responsibility for the government when it comes to building the necessary infrastructure that allows it to meet trade demands. [1:  Legislative Reference Library of Texas. "Current Issues." 18 April 2019. Legislative Reference Library of Texas. 23 April 2019 <https://lrl.texas.gov/currentissues/ca/lrlhome.cfm>.
]  [2:  Ibid] 

	The online platform has created numerous business opportunities for organizations. In recent times, the public sector has also sought to take advantage of the dexterity and flexibility of the online platform to improve service delivery. Therefore, one of the approaches that can be used by the state is to take advantage of the online platform as a way of ensuring that more people file their returns. Furthermore, it is not just about collecting taxes. Good business practice dictates that the returns should be filed promptly so that the government can have access to revenue for development projects.
Why the Online Platform?
	The online platform has numerous benefits. However, it is essential for the government to identify how it can use the online platform to improve tax collection. According to Kimberly Reeves, Texas could increase the amount of taxes collected to around $550 billion if it engages in online tax collection.[endnoteRef:3]However, the question stakeholders are likely to ask is how the Texas government can increase revenue from taxes on the internet. Reeves explains that one of the approaches is to tax online businesses such as eBay and Amazon that are increasingly getting clients from the state and using state resources in their businesses.[endnoteRef:4]The Bill to introduce online tax platform that can target out of state players such eBay has taken long to pass through because law makers have been adamant on the possibility of compelling out of state businesses to remit their returns. However, SB 70 project has made it feasible for tax collection to take place across states. SB 70 is a project that seeks to normalize tax collection across states using the online platform. The SB 890 is also an additional bill that when passed can ensure that businesses can file their returns across states. Several states are already underway, and there is hope that shortly tax collection across states will be effective, and beneficial to respective state governments.[endnoteRef:5] [3:  Reeves, Kimberly. "Texas may collect more online sales taxes; Amazon on board." Austin Business Journal (2019).]  [4:  Ibid]  [5:  Your Government. "Senate Bill 890." 2019. Your Government. 23 April 2019 <https://gov.oregonlive.com/bill/2017/SB890/>.












Works Cited
Legislative Reference Library of Texas. "Current Issues." 18 April 2019. Legislative Reference Library of Texas. 23 April 2019 <https://lrl.texas.gov/currentissues/ca/lrlhome.cfm>.
Reeves, Kimberly. "Texas may collect more online sales taxes; Amazon on board." Austin Business Journal (2019).
Your Government. "Senate Bill 890." 2019. Your Government. 23 April 2019 <https://gov.oregonlive.com/bill/2017/SB890/>.


















] 

 Such an approach is essential, and there is a need for lawmakers to move with speed to ensure that the two relevant tax bills; SB 70 and SB 890 are passed as soon as possible. There is already an increased understanding among lawmakers on the relevance of the tax bills as far as optimizing tax collection is concerned. The online platform is essential because it ensures that businesses can make their returns in real time to normalize and reconcile tax payments across states. Traveling across states to file returns is hectic and has the effect of discouraging people from paying tax. Therefore, the creation of an online platform will solve problem sustainably. 
Conclusion
	Tax collection is a crucial undertaking for any government because it provides the government with resources to drive development projects. As a result, one of the issues that have been raised among lawmakers in Texas is the possibility of using the online platform to ensure that out of state businesses can file their returns promptly. The primary challenge with the project is that initially there was a poor understanding among lawmakers on how the system should work. However, presently there has been an increased understanding, and the possibility of increasing revenue from taxes in Texas is very high. 






